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Greenply Industries

India’s new MDF
mill

anals & Furmiture Asia visits Greenply. Industries Lid,, The tﬂtalcapaut;rufmlaﬁmstmg afﬂ@nugnuanqdm{ae jT'|IJ5
Iocated in the Norh of India, al Rudrapur, 240 km fram  under construction Is 270,000 m‘.’:.rﬁarTl‘mE. India will soen bs
New Deihi India's capital city. -able tojoin the *One-half million méfyear MDF Club," whichis

MDF is not new to India. Until now, only four MDF mills of  notable step forward in the nation's industrial development!
any size have been built, Wi[h capansnes rangmg in size rrnm

a i Actic nakays  Havel .dalmgh&ckmthemﬁﬂs MDFﬁuIJuwedm
bothwith axpe;:ed capaﬁ[m_g nf 150 m:,rdg}r [ea:;h gqu;m}em 1539 empinynguropean technology and hardware. Mast o
to 45,000 m¥lyear) for an eventual total of 90,000 miyear: these plants were-of moderate size when compared to those
found in Europe and North America, ranging between 30,00
and 90,000 m¥year. India's largest PB mill (2 new project by
Star Panel} is rated at 240,000 miyear

Plyweod, based on extensive native hardwoods, played
a major and historic role in the development of this nation's
pangl industry. The first plants were put in by British interasts
in the North & NE parts of India; including the hisloric Andaman
Istands, circg 1925

Wood product manufacturing wenl into a tailspin in the
tate 18905 after the Government called a halt 1o harvesting
operalions. Approximately 80 mills in the North East shut down,
forcing new plants toopen near seapons where timbar could
beimpaorted. (Naote: There s no officially repoed lotal figure for
the overall output per year of all types of Indian panels.)

An Asian emblem for the future

The millsite is at Rudrapur, a city 240 km east of New Delhi
in India’s Marth. The technology and virually all of the hardware
are being sourced from European suppliers.

Logs will be broken down in a drop-fed drum chipper sup
plied by BRUKS, and chips (with bark still an) will be reclaimead
by Euc ladder-type units to be supplied by a prorminent materal
handling sugplier, Tras-mes of ltaly. The refiner from Metso is
an EVO 54/56. Orying in two stages inan SMT (Sunds MDF
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Diefflenbacher of Eppingen, Germany, is building the

press, Incidentally, this unit will be India’s first such installation
of its type

The cutfeed line is being supplied by the new SMT tech-
nology combined and will lead to & Lukki installation for the
intermediate and time storage:

Mr. Mittal explains, “The most popular size in India is 8 x
41, and our line will produce master panels of 8-ft width, but
it also will have tha capability io produce F-f-wide panels. We
will alse be the first manufaclurers 1o supply MDF in 8x6 and
T sizes”

There are five existing plants as follows:

Shirdi Industries - 150 m*/day - 45,000 m*/year
Nuchem Ltd, - 200 mélday - 45,000 mélyear
Mangalam Timber - 200 m*/day - 60,000 m*year
Bajaj Hindustan 1 - 285 m*day - 85000 m*year
Bajaj Hindustan 1 - 285 mlday - 85000 myear

g’gpacizy of above 4 mills: 1,120 m¥day - 310,000 m'year
fotzlNDF eventual capacily of India’s seven producers: 580,000
myear,

“*Data is made available via the kind cooperation of
Mr. Shobhan Mittal of Greenply

Technologies) fluegas-heated dryer, which will feed fibre into
a Z-sifter

forming line, which is to be followed by a 28-meire continuous

An 8-head sander, being supplied by Steinemann of
Switzerland, Is of latest configuration wilh a design speed of
100-120 miminuie, less than the standard velocity, 85 much
25 the 5.5 metre long master paneds will be shorter than the
lenger paneis needed to justify higher sanding speeds dus io
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The Asian Subcontinent’s
Shining Star!

Economic colossus: Key data on

India:

+  Tth largest country in the world

o Aland ares af 32.87 millian km?

+  Apopulation of 1,15 billon persons

* AGNP exceading 1 trillion USD dodlars (GDP)

« A GDP growth appreximating 9% (5-year averags)

+  Percapita income growth in the 7% [ 8% range

« An econcmy rising steadily by approximately
B% - 10% per year over the fast five years

+ A Top 107 nation in total forest area.

+  Forest cover is 20.6%,

«  (thers: China 14.3%, Indonesia 60.8%, Malaysia
47 1%

"Source: UN-FAD
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single panel feeding cycle fime

Surfacing is to be assigned to a Giben sanding ling from
lialy, followed by a book saw, also of Giben manufacture.

Cn the heat plant side, 3 Thermax maving-grate (coal,
agro-waste and wood-fired) is equipped with an E3P, The dryer
will b flue-gas-fired. Thermayx, a prominent Indian supplier and
market leader of enargy systems. has developed the enangy
piant based on their experiise in the field, with assistance and
guidance from Disffenbacher's 1achnical team

Other key suppliers include Scheuch of Austria for the
main preumatics, Tras-mec and PAL for materdal handling and
conveying, and Siemens for the 5T TRPLC and Wonderware
Intouch HRI,

Consultant for the project is Dave Allen of Auckland, New

Zealand, who has a number of MOF mills throughout Asiz. Latin
Amenca, Australia and NZ in his porffolio. Asked to comment
on this landmark high-lech Indian MOF mill, he called it "2 very
modemn technolog concept plant. Itis being impéemented taturn
out 200,000 cubic metres per year. This translates to 605 miday
on a 330 m*day on a basis of 16-millimatre panels.”

Equipment from Germany supplier factorias have already
been delivered in March this year, aiming for a starup target
date in December, 2009,

Wide use of MDF panels is foreseen by
Greenply chief

In his speech at the 2009 Seattle Symposium, Greenply
Executive Director Shobhan Mitlal referred to an Indian market
share astimale of 20% for composite wood panels MOF and FB,
There is 2 high degre= of panel value-added treatment by HPL,
decorative veneers and PVYC foils and other techniques.

This provides the base panel suppliers with a very broad
range of application areas, as found throughout the “MOF
world” elsewhare but includes cerain products popular with
Indian consumers, These include decorative gifts and foys,
Indian handicraft items, sports goods, scientific instuments,
hifi, slates, shoe heels and scales.

Enthusiasm and aptimism for MDF's future
The Indian wood panel industry execulive, Shobhan Mittal,
forecasts greater efforts by his industry colleagues in promaoting
madern panels. He foresess consumers changing their tastes,
resulting in a boost in consumption. With plywood af 2 standstil
in India, enginearad wood panals of MDF will expand their hori-
zong, Totop ital off, he points to the Indian economy’s robus!
growth, bringing with it an overall surge in demand for panels,
Bravo MDF| PFA

Author’s Note:
On the edge of a new era

This new world-class MDF development described here is on the threshold of opening up for India 2 new era of wood-
based innovations in fumiture, cabinetry, fixtures and, interiors. Indian art and artefacts have charmed and inspired admirers
for millennia. They will soon have a strategic opportunity of large proportion a5 a base for further development - bath INSRIFing

and utilitarian in applications.

The properties of MOF such as its earlh-like naturat color and uniformity of lexture plus dimensional strength, coupled
with ease of ferming and finishing, will 2ll be highly sought after by designers, artisans, architects and the vllimate buyers,
users and specifiers. "Made In India MDF" could well become 2 new symbol fo excite and inspire those who appreciate value,
quality and altractive appearance and functionality in their surroundings.
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